Relaxation of imprinting of the insulin-like growth factor II gene in colorectal cancer.
The insulin-like growth factor II gene (IGF2) is imprinted in normal human tissues, and relaxation of imprinting (ROI) of IGF2 is thought to play an important role in human childhood tumors. Taking advantage of an Apa I polymorphism in this gene, allelic expression of IGF2 has now been examined in colorectal cancer. Thirteen of 33 patients studied were informative. Colorectal cancer tissue from 5 of the 13 informative patients exhibited ROI of IGF2; furthermore, normal mucosa from 3 of these 5 patients also showed weak biallelic expression of IGF2. ROI of IGF2 may thus also play a role in colorectal cancer.